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Is it OK to take a 10-day
antibiotic for only 2 days because you
think you feel better?
Of course not. It just doesn’t work
and can even be downright dangerous!
Is it OK to leave a chemical
disinfectant on a surface for only
seconds when the prescribed
instructions require a full 5 or 10minute contact time?
Of course not. It doesn’t work and
can be downright dangerous!
Recently the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) required producers of
commercially prepared pre-moistened
wipes (towelettes) to modify label useinstructions to accurately reflect the
appropriate steps necessary to assure
complete disinfection of inanimate
patient care surfaces.
In the past, users of wipes have been
led to believe by insinuation that they
need only to wipe a surface and allow
the solution to evaporate and air dry;
regardless as to whether the surface
stayed visibly wet for the wet contact
time required for the product to work!
Nothing is further from the truth
and sets a dangerous practice.
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Infection control experts know

Be safe. Do not select a

that some microorganisms, such as the

disinfectant for convenience sake

hepatitis b virus (HbV) and

only.

staphylococcus aureus (staph) bacteria

Select the most efficacious product

are able to survive for long periods of

available, then read and follow the

time on dry surfaces and both have

directions for use. Do not put your

long been identified as causes of

patients, yourself or your family at

serious outbreaks from cross-

risk simply for convenience sake.

contamination
Infection control experts also
recognize that disinfectants intended
for use on patient care equipment must
kill mycobacteria tb and list it on the
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